Shortlands House and Estate
14th – 21st Century
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Introduction
There is a general acceptance that Shortlands House, as it became known, was built about 1702 (Len
Hevey). There is also speculation that it had its beginnings as a roadside refreshment house.
However, like Mr Robinson, then headmaster of Bishop Challoner School, I can find no corroborative
evidence for this idea (Bromleage Dec 1995). Given its proximity to Bromley Town and Beckenham
village it seems unlikely.
In earlier times this area of Beckenham parish was known as Clay Hill, presumably because it is an
outcrop of London Clay. Clay Hill appears to cover the area from Chancery Lane, Beckenham as far
as Shortlands House, present day Bromley Road. The individual properties do not appear to have
been named or numbered until the early 19th century and the name Shortlands House is first seen in
Greenwoods Epitome of County History of 1838.
In 14th and 15th centuries legal documents relating to land called “Walcy” in Beckenham have been
found. An early estate map of 1723 appears to show a property on the site of Shortlands House,
which at this time seems to have been known as “Woolsey Farm”. The landowner was Peter Burrell
(1692-1756) of nearby Kelsey Park who owned a lot of land locally, though not all in the same locale
(more on this later). This map probably relates to his marriage settlement in respect of Amy
Raymond, daughter of Hugh Raymond of Saling Hall, Essex. They married at St Mary Somerset,
London on 14th March 1722.
Peter Burrell Esq (an ancestor of the later owners) purchased Kelsey Manor in 1688 from Sir John
Brograve II (1664-1691), great grandson of Sir John Brograve I. John used the money raised to
purchase the remaining half-part of Albury Hall, Hertfordshire but died in 1691 aged just 31. The
manor of Kelsey had been in Brograve ownership since at least 1479 when William Brograve was
occupier, his fifth son, Nicholas, and grandson, Richard, remained in Beckenham but Richard’s son,
who became Sir John Brograve I (1538-1613), bought Hamells in Hertfordshire in about 1580 and
this appears to have then become the principal residence.
In 1732 Hugh Raymond purchased Langley Estate from Sir Edmund Elwill (?-1740), acting as
executor of Elizabeth Barttelot née Style, widow of John Elwill (Edmund’s brother). Edmund was
obviously keen to sell Langley as, in September 1728, he was found guilty of trying to evict his sisterin-law forcefully (The King against Sir Edmund Elwell, Joseph Billers Esq & Daniel Monty Esq Mich
Term 1 Geo 2 N2.)
The occupant at this time was Alexander Buster who appears to have been resident from 1719 until
his death in 1753. There is an earlier reference in Beckenham St George parish burials to a Thomas
Bedford of “Woolsees” buried 30th November 1666 and many other Bedford entries both before and
after this date.
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14th and 15th Centuries - Walcy
In 1372 we find a property called Walcy, which is possibly the property called “Woolseys” in the
1700s, as part of Beckenham Manor – “Lease for 9 years 20 September 1372 Lease from Robert de
Marny, Alice his wife, Robert de Bourton, parson of South Wekyndon [South Ockendon, Essex], and
Philip atte Bregge, to Roger Prest and John Thornkyn of 2 crofts of which the west is on the London
Road, Bromley by the field of the Bishop of Rochester, and a croft called the Rachel, a croft called
Chellefeld, the Mellebroke, 2 crofts called Jonestone, Cilmynesbroke and a croft, and land called
Mersshland, Bromley (formerly of Richard Lacer, citizen of London)
Lands of Richard Lacer in Beckenham, south of Westbregg Street, land, tenement and customs of ....
[missing] Walcy, Bakeresland, and meadow in Bladyngdonemed” (Bromley Collections)
Kent Archives also holds various Manorial Documents and Deeds, under reference
U36/T124: Beckenham - Woghedroft (1369)
Further searches for “Beckenham” in The National Archives catalogues find the following abstracts
of court pleas relating to ownership of the “Walcy” property:
“One week from Holy Trinity, 15 Henry VI”, or 2nd June 1437, relating to a Plea of Covenant at
Westminster between “William Wolcy (Waleys?), querent [petitioner], and John Langwyth' and
Ellen, his wife, deforciants [persons depriving an owner of his property or estates]. The property in
this case is “1 messuage, 40 acres of land, 4 acres of meadow, 20 acres of wood and 11 pence of rent
in Bekynham.” The action agreed in the court is that “John and Ellen have acknowledged the
tenements to be the right of William, as those which he has of their gift, and have remised and
quitclaimed [transferred title to] them from themselves and the heirs of Ellen to him and his heirs for
ever.” “William has given them 40 pounds sterling.” (Index reference: CP 25/1/115/311, number
439)
These William and John have further dealings in the court two years later.
“Two weeks from St Hilary, 17 Henry VI”, or 27th January 1439,” relating to another Plea of Covenant
at Westminster between “John Langwyth', Thomas Peny and Otes (Oto) Trethek', querents, and
William Waleys of London', skinner, and Katherine, his wife, deforciants.” This time the property is
“1 messuage, 1 toft, 40 acres of land, 1 acre of meadow, 100 acres of wood and 20 shillings of rent in
Bekenham, Hese, Bromley, Leuesham [Lewisham] and Wykham.” The action agreed in the court is
that “William and Katherine have acknowledged the tenements to be the right of John, as those
which John, Thomas and Otes have of their gift, and have remised and quitclaimed them from
themselves and the heirs of Katherine to John, Thomas and Otes and the heirs of John for ever.”
“John, Thomas and Otes have given them 100 marks of silver.” (Index reference: CP 25/1/115/313,
number 479)
Ellen Langwith (formerly Waltham) was a businesswoman in her own right. As a silk worker, she
had her own apprentices and, in 1465, royal patronage. Her first husband was Philip Waltham, a
cutler, son of Richard Waltham (? – 1397) (Richard Waltham’s will: R. Sharpe, ed., Calendar of Wills
Proved and Enrolled in the Court of hustings”; London, 2 vols, London 1889—90, vol. 2, p. 333).
When Philip died in 1425, his will included a request to be buried with his parents in their tomb in
the church of St Martin. So, when we first find Ellen in her husband’s will in 1425, she is the mistress
of three girl apprentice cutlers: Agnes Walshale, Agnes Sampson and Alice Dunnowe, the principal
executor of her husband’s will, the proprietor of ‘Le Hertishorne’ brewery and the recipient of
almost all her husband’s movable goods. It appears that this marriage had been childless and that
Philip had considerable respect for his wife’s administrative and business skills. He also left 13s. 4d.
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towards the new bells in Beckenham church. We know that Philip himself was a Londoner but his
wife Ellen may have had Beckenham connections before she appears with her second husband in
1437 & 1439 in disputes over the “Walcy” lands. (www.thericardian.online/downloads/Ricardian/13/05.pdf)
1423 - Philip Waltham
John Skrene and Thomas Hynstoke to Philip Waltham citizen and cutler of London and to
the heirs of his body. Grant indented of a yearly quit rent of 5 marks to be taken, after the death
of Richard Wellom, of the moiety of a brewhouse tenement called the 'Walssheman' upon the
'Hope' in 'Fletestrete' in the suburb of London without 'Ludgate' in the parish of St. Martin, of
two shops adjacent, one on the east and the other on the west thereof, a gate with porch and
entry, and of another shop with solar thereupon built situate in the bailey of the said suburb and
to the said tenement annexed, and the moiety of a void piece of ground in the said bailey
adjacent to the said tenement, subject to a condition for defeasance of the said rent in case Philip
Waltham or the heirs of his body will in any court of record sue a writ of formedon en le
remanere concerning a tenement in Redyng called the 'Aungell,' or other tenements there late of
Richard Wellom, and shall appear to such writ in person or by attorney. Proviso that this grant
shall not be extended to charge of the persons of the grantors, but only to charge the said
moieties.
Dated 19 October 2 Henry VI.
Memorandum of acknowledgment, 16 December 1423

1423 – Philip Waltham
[Berks.]

5995. Release by Philip Waltham, citizen and cutler of London, to Richard
Clerk, late of the parish of St. Clement, Asshamstede, Anne his wife an Thomas
their son, of all his right in two messuages in the new street of Redyng, on
condition that if a yearly quit rent granted by John Skrene and Thomas
Hynstoke to the said Philip, from the moiety of a brewhouse called 'le
Walsshman on le hope 'in Fletestrete, without Ludgate, in the parish of St.
Martin, and of two shops adjoining, be extinct before the date of these presents,
then this release shall be void.
4 November, 2 Henry VI. Seal.

“The sum of £400 was advanced to the treasurer of the Household to defray the costs of the
occasion, among the more specific disbursements were £27 10s paid to Elyn Langwith, a London
silkwoman, who provided materials for the Queen’s ‘chairs, saddle and pillion’, £108 5s 6d to
Matthew Philip for a gold cup and basin, £280 to John de Bardi of Florence for two cloths of gold,
and £20 to Sir John Howard who supplied 'the plate that the Queen was served with the day of her
coronation’." (Coronation May 1465)
“Elizabeth Woodville. Mother of the Princes in the Tower”, David Baldwin (2002)
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1467 – Ellen Langwith

1467 – John Langwith
John Langewith citezein or taillor of London. 4 Dec 1466 and 6 yere of the Reigne of King Edward
the iiijth. To be buried in the pish chirch of Saint Marye Abbechirch of London that is to say under
the psbitery of the pe high aulter before the ymage of Saint John Baptist there To h. aulter 6/8. Unto
the said chirch a small bell called a cryer according unto pe Ring of the iiij belles nowe there being.
I will and utterly charge all such psones as of trust been eufeoffed with me in all my londys etc in
the pissh of Bekenham in Kent at such tyme as they shall resonabely be required by Eleyn my wife
shall make a sufficient astate in the lawe accordey as can be thought by lerned counsaill therin to be
doon to the same Eleyn to her and hir heires for ever more to thentent that she shall dispose thereof
as shall seme best aff her discrecn for both our soules
Also with such goodes as I have to find an honest preest to sing and pray for my soule in the said
chirch of Abbechirch at awter of Saint John there x yer. the saide preest dayly to say his masse if he
be thereto disposed ther betwixt vij or viij at the cloke afore none and to be at al ?d.... ?gunce and
salue daily to be saide in the said chirch like as judge other preestes of the same chirch nowe ?.../.
Residue to Eleyn my wife and I ordeeyne her miyn executrice principall and Thomas Fermory citezein
and ?Scrynend of London coexectutor. ?T.../ at London.
Prob. Lamehith 25 July 1467 and con. to Elene relict. Res. ptat.
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18th Century – Woolsey Farm

1723 - J Piddick’s map of Peter Burrell’s estate in Beckenham
Detail of a 19th century copy reproduced in Beckenham Past and Present, Robert Borrowman
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Another version of this map has come to light in the archives of the Burrell family of Knepp Castle, West
Sussex, with another map of 1735 with slight differences.

By kind permission of the Burrell Family
This much clearer map additionally shows two small pieces acquired by Samuel Pugh in the intervening
period and all the field names. The house and yard are indicated and must be Woolsey Farmhouse, as
no other dwellings appear. “Mr. Toulson” is John Tolson owner of lands called Foxgrove in Beckenham.
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By kind permission of the Burrell Family
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The Centre for Kentish Studies at Maidstone holds a memorandum of lease for 21 years for Wolsey Farm
(sic) dated 12th March 1753 between Peter Burrell (1724-1775) and James Stiles of Cheam, Surrey, a
farmer, and notes that the premises were “late in the occupation of Alexander Buster.” The property is
described as “a farmhouse, two barns, stable, orchard and 60 acres let at £52 p.a.” Covenants were
included to ensure the property should be kept in good repair: “orchard pruned and soil is enriched with
dung and lime by the tenant” with restrictions on the extent of ploughing and on topping or stripping
trees and that Peter Burrell allows rough timber for repairs, builds an oven in the farmhouse and carries
out repairs to both house and gates and to provide enough timber to build a “half-house in the stable.”
Alexander Buster (? – 1753), a brazier (worker in brass), was probably raised in Chelsfield, though no
christening seems to have been recorded. The will of Alexander’s brother-in-law Thomas Mace of
Chelsfield 1730 (transcription Kent Archaeology) indicates a marriage record at Halstead, Kent in 1711
between Alexander Bargton (mis transcription) and Thomas’s sister Elizabeth Mace. Another marriage
record shows Francis Buster married to Susanna Mace there in 1711, possibly Alexander’s brother,
though not mentioned in his will of 1765.
Alexander first appears in the Beckenham Parish Registers as the father of Alice in 1712, Elizabeth in
1713 and Alexander in 1715. Alexander junior died in infancy in 1718 followed by his mother, Elizabeth
(Mace), in the following year. Alice died unmarried in 1782 and Elizabeth married at the age of 48 to
Thomas Commons of the Rose and Crown Bromley and died in 1764, a year after her father. Alexander
is mentioned in the abstract of title for Lord Gwydir (841/3/1/1) as having “Little Germans House half an
acre situate in the lane leading from Beckenham church to the estate of Peter Burrell previously held by
Antony Lane” This probably constituted the marriage settlement of Peter Burrell and Amy Raymond in
1722.
James Stiles married Dorothy Goldsmith in Cheam in 1748 and a son, also James, is christened there in
1751. Beckenham parish registers record two further christenings, of Edward in 1753 and Richard in
1756 (died 1758). A James Stiles is buried in 1764, probably the father as there are no further entries for
any of the family and I have been unable to find the widow or children elsewhere in any registers. The
occupant of the house from this date until George Grote senior arrives is unknown.
In 1757 Frederick St John, Viscount Bolingbroke, exchanged “Beckenham Manor House (8a*), Great &
Little Downs (17a) abutting north to Bromley Road, South to the garden of Peter Burrell, west a
meadow called Court Mead and east a field of Peter Burrell called Stone Field, also Court Mead (12a) in
occupation of Peter Burrell including capital messuage and Clay Hill Wood (1a 1r) in occ James Styles”
with Peter Burrell and in return got Woolseys Farm consisting of “Three Corner Close or Gravel Pit Field
(3a), Old Croft (3a 2r), adjoining Kitchen Croft (2a 2r), adjacent Clayfield and part of Lower Langstreete
Wood, Lower Pittfield (5a), Langstreete Wood (5a), Langstreete Field (9a), Clay Hill Field (1a), Brookfield
(7a), Ryefield (3a 2r), Kitchen Croft (4a), Upper Shorehams (2a1r12p) South Shorehams (2a 1r 33p) West
Shorehams (6a 2r 34p)” i.e. most of what we see here.
* numbers relate to area of each plot a=acre, r=rood, p=perch (4 roods = 1 acre; 40 perches = 1 rood)
In 1759/60 Peter Burrell and Jones Raymond obtained an Act of Parliament allowing them to exchange
certain properties with John Cator the younger and create building leases on various pieces of land.
“Lower Field, Middle Field, Upper Field, Pond Field, Barne Field and Orchard Field containing 12 acres 1
rood and 19 perches let to Thomas Watford at £12 per annum, a messuage called Stacey’s and three
fields called Delvins totalling 8 acres 3 roods and 12 perches and three other fields called Peartree Field,
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Barn Field and Mill Field let to Thomas Selby at £13 7s per annum passed from Peter Burrell & Jones
Raymond to John Cator the younger whilst in exchange Barne Field Wood 30 acres 11 perches, Bushey
Pigott 17 acres 2 roods 15 perches & Bushey Ten Acres 12 acres 1 rood 12 poles totalling £30 per annum”
passed from John Cator to Jones Raymond. This does not appear to have affected Shortlands House
itself but did result in a building lease being granted on Clayhill Wood (shown as “Mr Toulson’s Wood”)
close by.
In 1765 Foxgrove Estate (except the woodlands and Stone Farm) is sold to Jones Raymond by John and
Edward Bridges of Wootton, Kent (one of three ultimate beneficiaries of John Tolson (Toulson)
deceased).
Foxgrove is a story in itself.
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Foxgrove
This 1766 map of Foxgrove by Proudlove is a revision of a 1720 map by John Holmes (not located) and
shows Jones Raymond owning the freehold following the purchase. (I believe some aspects of this map
to be inaccurate.)

1766: British Library
The 1769 Andrews, Drury & Herbert map shows residents as:
Mr Heaves in Shortlands House
David Henry in The Oakery
Captain Charles Wray in Oakery Cottage (corroborated through deeds in Bromley Historic Collections)
The occupant of The Hall is not mentioned. Given the apparent inaccuracy of this map, e.g. the course
of the River Ravensbourne, perhaps care should be taken in the evidence it offers.
No information has been found regarding “Mr Heaves”, though, if correct, this is an unusual name. It
could also be a corruption. I believe that this could relate to Richard Neave, a merchant in London,
whose wife Anne is buried in a tomb at Beckenham in 1776 (mentioned in Lysons but is not included in
Leland Duncan’s survey - Kent Archaeology). The burial is recorded as “12 Jan 1776 Ann Neaves”.
Richard married Ann Batchelor in Westminster 1735, only one child, also Richard, survived and was in
partnership with his father trading with America. Both were subject to a bankruptcy petition in 1777/8
and travelled to Pennsylvania via Dieppe (Franklin Papers Project-https://founders.archives.gov). No
further links to Beckenham have come to light.
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1769 map of Kent in 25 sections by Andrews, Drury & Herbert Bromley Historic Collections
In 1773 Frederick St John Viscount Bolingbroke sold Beckenham Manor, including Woolseys Farm, to
John Cator (the younger) for £19,688 (about £3 million 2020).
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1766 British Library

Another map of Foxgrove in 1776 may not have been revised to take into account the 1773 sale.
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1788/89 Plan of the narrow part of Clay Hill showing intended new road Bromley Historic Collections
In 1789 Bromley Road was widened and realigned and plans at that time show George Grote Snr in
occupancy and what had been Woolsey’s Farm now in the hands of John Cator (the younger).
The freehold of Lodge Farm with “Mr Smith” as tenant was advertised for sale in 1794. This is probably
William Smith of Hadley Middlesex, tenant in what later became known as “Scott’s House” at Clay Hill.
A map of 1792 survives in Bromley Historic Collections, which gives the owner as Edward Peach of
Sundridge Kent (not to be confused with Sundridge Park).
The sale lot includes 100 acres of rich arable meadow, pasture and woodland, let at £80 on lease due to
expire in 15 months from the date of the advertisement. The Ravensbourne is “an excellent trout
stream” and there is a “fine cold bath in the woods.” The estate also offers a choice of situations to
build upon.

The Times London 19 June 1794, Issue 940619, p.4
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1792 Map Edward Peach’s lands Parish of Bromley Bromley Historic Collections

To the bottom right of Peach’s map appears Bromley College which is still in use at the top of “Swan
Hill”, more properly Beckenham Lane. The college was founded in 1666 by the Will of John Warner,
Bishop of Rochester to provide housing for “twenty poore widowes of orthodoxe and loyall clergiemen.”
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It is difficult to ascertain exactly the size of the Shortlands estate at any given time, but we do have a
map of Lodge Farm dated 1794 belonging to Edward Peach (Peach of Sundridge nr. Sevenoaks) which
makes no mention of Grote, also an advertisement in 1809 for the sale of fields leased by St Mary
Aldermary on lease to George Grote (page 17/18). These appear to be opposite the house, totalling
around 12 acres, (7 arable, 6 woodland and 4 meadow). Fields around the house may also have been let
to Grote but I have no evidence to support this other than the 1766 map which would imply such.
In 1793 another exchange takes place between Peter Burrell and John Cator.
“Foxgrove common called Boyland and a capital messuage or mansion house at Clay Hill with stable, 6
houses garden, orchard, fields and appurtenances late in occupation of Rev William Rose and lands etc
at Clayhill to Cator in exchange for Stone Farm comprising Stone Field otherwise Barn Field, 4 pieces
formerly called the Stone Lands, Gattons Mead 2a occupied by Samuel Parson, then Robert Lloyd as
bought from Joseph Grove (except Gattons Mead formerly given to John Cator by Peter Burrell), Home
Field, Grove Field occupied by Richard Henry Alexander Bennett Esq purchased by Cator from Lord
Bolingbroke & Pikehill (Pickhurst) Green.” (I believe the mansion referred to here is The Oakery.)

This map of 1799 shows how sparsely populated the area was at this time and how much of the land
was in agricultural use.
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19th Century – Clay Hill House – Shortlands House
George Grote Snr, a German by birth, was partner in a bank in Threadneedle Street. He was to remain
in occupancy until about 1828 when he suffered a stroke, also occupying Badgemore in Oxfordshire
after he inherited from his elder brother in 1814. He tended to spend the summer months in
Beckenham and to winter at Badgmore. He married Selina Peckwell, daughter of Rev. Henry Peckwell.
Very much a country gentleman, George ran a large farm at each residence and participated in country
sports, devoting little time to the bank. He was a Justice of the Peace and served as High Sheriff of both
Oxfordshire and Kent.
(Brittlebooks.library.illinois.edu “The Personal Life of George Grote, compiled from family documents,
private memoranda and personal letters to and from various friends” by Mrs Grote -1873)
(Google books “A History of Greece: From the Time of Solon to 403 BC” By George Grote reprinted 1907
& 2001)

Selina Peckwell 1793 Wedding portrait
by Sir Thomas Lawrence Wikimedia Commons
No portrait of her husband, George Grote senior, seems to survive.
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George Grote, Jnr (1794 – 1871), eldest of George and Selina Grote’s 11 children, was born at Clay Hill
and became an eminent historian and politician. He had been educated at home by his mother before
attending Sevenoaks Grammar School at 5 years old then to Charterhouse School at 10 years. At 16, his
father removed him from school and placed him with the bank. George Junior never lost his thirst for
knowledge and undertook private study of many subjects including languages, history, politics and
philosophy. In 1820 he married Miss Harriett Lewin, daughter of Thomas Lewin of Bexley. From 1833
to 1841 he was a Member of Parliament for the City of London Constituency. After he retired, he
devoted himself to travel, study and publishing his “History of Greece” in 12 volumes. (Google books
Biographical Note “A History of Greece: From the Time of Solon to 403 BC” By George Grote reprinted
1907 & 2001)
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.
Morning Advertiser, 25 October 1809 British Newspaper Archive
In “Environs of London” 1811 (Lewisham) Daniel Lysons relates that David Henry, editor of the
Gentleman’s Magazine, “lived several years at Beckenham, at a house which is now the seat of George
Grote Esq.” This appears at odds with the evidence (from Bromley Historic Collections) which shows he
purchased a 60-year lease on Crabgrove from Peter Burrell and Jones Raymond in 1760 and built The
Oakery and Oakery Cottage, residing in The Oakery and later moving to Lewisham.
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View of Shortlands House c1800 (Bromley Historic Collections)

There is some doubt whether this sale
notice relates to Shortlands House, but the
description of 55 acres appears relevant.
This would date before George Grote’s
reported stroke unless Mrs Grote’s
recollection is wrong. No occupant is
identified until Mrs Webber and family
arrive, probably about 1830.

British Newspaper Archive
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1832 “Mrs Ann Webber widow Clay Hill House insured” – Sun Life MS 1936/538/1141949
Ann was the widow of Robert Webber Esq of Brockley Hill House near Elstree, Hertfordshire who died
1830. An advert in the Morning Post, 14th May 1830 offers the lease of Brockley Hill House for sale.
Implying that Mrs Webber and her family took up residence at about this time.

Morning Post, 14 May 1830 British Newspaper Archive
Further evidence in the Gamekeepers lists for 1834 & 1836 mention George and Charles William
Webber (sons of Mrs Webber) as the appointers. A daughter, Emily Susanna Webber married John
Boscowan Monro at Beckenham in 1833.
Ann Webber died in 1841 at Micklefield House (now Micklefield Hall), Hertfordshire.

Shortlands House and Estate/21

The 1833 map of the Cator Estate shows the result of the numerous property exchanges and purchases
just before parts begin to be sold off.

1833 map of the Cator Estate Bromley Historic Collections
The freehold was offered for sale in 1835 and again in 1837 after it failed to sell the first time. The 1837
advertisement is just one of several properties put up for sale by the Cators, which also included The
Oakery and Oakery Cottage and “Scott’s House”. It is interesting to note that the 1837 sale includes an
additional 56 acres of woodland and arable not offered in 1835.
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Morning Post 4 July 1835 British Newspaper Archive
The house in 25 acres is offered as one lot with Lodge Farm offered as a separate lot with 55 acres and
the farm cottage and buildings. “To any Gentleman attached to agricultural pursuits upon a limited scale
this farm offers the opportunity, and there are situations of extreme beauty for the erection of a villa.”
In 1837 the estate of 75 acres is advertised again, seemingly as one lot.
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Surrey Herald and Weekly Advertiser for Kent 25 July 1837 British Newspaper Archive

From the codicil to the will of Thomas Carey Palmer (c1769 -1849) we know that he purchased the
freehold from John Barwell Cator. This sale includes a further 56 acres of fields and woods originally
part of Tolson’s (Foxgrove) lands which John Cator acquired from Joseph Grove of Richmond Surrey in
1761 in conjunction with Stone Farm and other lands totalling 160 acres and/or as part of the 1793
property exchange with Peter Burrell who had purchased other parts of the Foxgrove estate from John
and Edward Bridges of Wootton in 1765.
Thomas Carey Palmer already owned a property variously called Vale Cottage or Valley House from
1816 or earlier, situated adjacent to Bromley Mill (Glassmill) which he purchased from Mr Hayward
(according to the will) amounting to 31 acres including two cottages and the house and he acted as
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attorney on behalf of his brother-in-law Robert Booth Rawes (1785 – 1841), an East India Company
Ships Captain, who owned the mill itself, purchased in 1824 from the Langley Estate Gwydir sale.
Thomas’s mother Bless (née Freeman), appears to have inherited considerable property in
Hertfordshire together with 89 messuages on the Tenter Ground Estate in Spitalfields from a half-sister,
Miss Mary Freeman Shepherd, in about 1815 (Hertfordshire Archives). His father (also Thomas) died
possessed of these properties in 1827 and this property passed to Thomas Carey Palmer.
DE/HCC: Title deeds of the High Cannons Estate, Shenley an... (1534 - 1912)
•
•
•

1: TITLE DEEDS ()
1: Shenley ()
27571: Attested Copy of Settlement of Real Estate of late... (5th Aug 1815)

Held At: Hertfordshire Archives and Local Studies
Title: Attested Copy of Settlement of Real Estate of late Miss Mary Freeman
Description: 1 Thomas Palmer of Bromley, Kent, and Bliss his wife (nee Freeman) 2 Thomas Carey Palmer
of Abchurch Lane, London, Plasterer, their son. 3 James Bate of Cheapside, paperhanger & Frances Ann,
his wife. (nee Palmer) 4 William Rawes of Bromley, gent, Thomas Watts of St Bartholomew's Hospital,
London, gent. 5 Charles Shepherd of Bedford Row, Middx, gent, and John Swarbeck Gregory, gent.
Estate in Hertfordshire. Assigning property to different uses and trusts etc & beneficiaries. Property
referred to: - Brick Farm, The Dairy Farm and Howard's Farm, in Ravensdell & Reynolds, Beds. Field
names. Also dwelling house in Shenley, with small house adjoining. Also chapel and 89 freehold
messuages on West side of Rose Lane on South of Whites Row and East of Bell Lane, in Spitalfields,
Christchurch, Middx, piece of ground on which tenters and clothracks are erected on back of last
mentioned messuages, late in tenure of Trustees of Chapel of ... Evans, & Thomas Butler & Thomas
Gable, all known as Tenter Ground Estate, about 494' 6" one way & 433' 3" another way & 477' 6"
another & 401' 6" another way
Date:5th Aug 1815
Document Reference:27571

The National Archives
Thomas Carey Palmer was at least a third-generation plasterer of 17 Abchurch Lane, London, who lived
in Greenwich in 1799 (when his sister, Frances Palmer, married James Bate.) The income from the
property portfolio allowed him to pursue other interests and he became a fellow of the Royal
Horticultural Society. He is credited with introducing a number of plant species into Britain, largely
through his brother-in-law, Captain Richard Rawes. These included Wisteria Sinensis 1816, Primula
Sinensis 1821, Camellia Sinensis 1824 and Diandria Monogynia 1826. He exhibited Enkianthus
Reticulatus in 1829 and showed Ardisia Odontophylla grown from seed obtained from Brazil in 1834.
The first edition of the Horticultural Register & Gardeners Magazine in 1835 included an article by
Thomas Carey Palmer for an improved clay pot design (with feet).
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After discussions with Dr James Compton, we have concluded that Thomas was probably an enthusiastic
plantsman, but not a nurseryman.
Thomas did not live long to enjoy his purchase. He died on 24th March 1839 lamenting in his will the
excessive cost of the renovations and ongoing improvements to the house and leaving instructions for
further works and how to raise funds if his ready money proved insufficient. On the tithe schedule of
1838 his widow, Elizabeth Rebecca Palmer (née Rawes), is recorded as the owner.
1838 “Shortlands property of Thomas Carey Palmer” - An Epitome of County History – Kent C
Greenwood. This is the first reference to it being called Shortlands
1841 Census* – Place: Clay Hill - Parish: Beckenham
Elizabeth Palmer (aged 55-59) b 1782-1786 (daughter of Richard Rawes & Mary Thompson)
Anne Edwards (aged 65-69) b 1772-1776
William Thompson Rawes (aged 50-54) b 1787-1791 brother
Mary Rawes (aged 55-59) b 1782-1786 sister
Mary A(nn) Rawes (aged 20-24) b 1817-1821 cousin, daughter of Richard & Mary Ann Rawes
Benjamin Thomson (aged 55-59) b 1782-1786 maternal relations (Mary née Thomson died 1831)
Mary Thomson (aged 25-29) b 1816-1821
And five servants
*Note: the 1841 census required ages of people over 15 years to be rounded down to the nearest 5 years
1842 – Elizabeth’s brother, William Thompson Rawes, dies a bachelor.
In 1848 Shortlands House is put up for sale. We are fortunate that the sales particulars survive (Bromley
Historic Collections)
Elizabeth Palmer moves into Valley Cottage by Bromley Mill, with a cousin and great nephew.
1849 Elizabeth’s sister Mary Rawes dies.
1851 Census - Valley Cottage (Vale Cottage) Bromley
Elizabeth R Palmer (aged 69) b 1782 Bromley
Mary A Rawes (aged 32) cousin b 1819 Kennington
Thomas R Bate (aged 3) great nephew b 1848 Bombay, India
And five servants
1856 Elizabeth Rebecca Palmer dies at Ebury Street, London, aged 75 years on 9th February. Her will
states that she wishes to be buried in Bromley Churchyard with her deceased husband. Probate is
granted 3rd March 1856.
1858 R Malins Esq is resident in Vale Cottage.
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Bromley Historic Collections
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Bromley Historic Collections
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William Arthur Wilkinson (1795-1865), a railway magnate, is the purchaser of Shortlands House and
freehold estate, giving up the lease on Croydon Lodge, Croydon. He was also active in the early building
society movement which aimed to enable more people gain the right to vote through property
ownership.
1851 Census – Name of House: Shortlands - Parish: Beckenham
William A Wilkinson (aged 55) b 1795 London - JP for Surrey & stockbroker
Rachel (aged 65) wife b 1784 London
Sarah (aged 31) daughter b 1820 Hackney
Horace (aged 30) son b 1821 Hackney
Conrad (aged 27) son b 1823 Hackney
David (aged 22) son b 1828 Camberwell
Emma P Alexander visitor
And 7 servants (also the gardener who lived in The Lodge with his family)
In 1856 W A Wilkinson was trustee and chairman of the newly formed British Land Company. This was
associated with the National Freehold Land Society (Abbey National Building Society from 1944) formed
in 1849 under the Building Societies Act 1836, with the purpose of enabling more men to become
landowners, therefore, to become eligible to vote in parliamentary elections. To accomplish this the
British Land Company bought freehold land and resold it in small plots to their customers (and others).
They advertised the plots available in their monthly publication “The Freeholder’s Circular”. This was
free to shareholders but could also be purchased. Parliamentary reform Acts introduced in 1832, 1867
and 1884 eventually enfranchised all male house owners in Great Britain and added 6 million people to
the voting registers. The number of eligible voters increased in England and Wales to just under 8 million
in 1885. It would be another 43 years before equal voting rights for men and women (universal adult
suffrage) was enacted into law. Conrad Wilkinson followed his father into the firm Wilkinson Morland
and was also a trustee of BLC.
W A Wilkinson built cottages for labourers on his farm and employed a farm bailiff (Len Hevey).

Google Books
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1858, 3rd May - Bromley Railway Station (now Shortlands Station) opened. Shortlands was originally the
end of the Crystal Palace & West End line linking Shortlands to Beckenham Junction station.
In July 1858 The Bromley Record carried a report on the imminent opening of the line extension through
to Bromley South, or New Bromley as the area was then known : “The long expected time has at length
arrived, and Bromley this day, Monday, July 5th, will find itself accommodated with no less than twenty
trains to London, eleven of which will be supplied by the Mid-Kent to London Bridge, and nine by the
West London and Crystal Palace to Pimlico. The companies are reported to be of different opinions
respecting the amount of traffic which each of them is entitled to. The consequence is, that the West
London and Crystal Palace companies refuse to accept the offer of the South Eastern company to work
the line between Beckenham and Shortlands, which is only a single line at present.”
The Wilkinson family continued to live in the house employing a butler and seven servants:
1861 Census – Name of House: Shortlands - Parish: Beckenham
William A Wilkinson (aged 65) b 1796 London - retired stockbroker and JP for Surrey
Sarah Wilkinson (aged 40) daughter b 1821 Middlesex
Conrad Wilkinson (aged 37) son b 1824 member of stock exchange
David Wilkinson (aged 32) son b 1829 member of stock exchange
W A Wilkinson died in 1865 and his will allocates monies to build a church in the middle of his estate (St
Mary’s Shortlands). From Land Registry documentation it is clear that he has taken advantage of the
newly opened railway and had laid down roads and utilities before registering the entire estate (Dec
1864) at the newly formed Land Registry. The estate appears as number 116 in the register.
Unfortunately, the Land Registry are not able to provide copies of the accompanying map, though I
believe this will show the road layout broadly as we have today. As a result, he was able to offer
“indefeasible title” to purchasers and, presumably, obtain a slightly higher price as a result. Kingswood
Cottages at the junction of Hayes Lane and Kingswood Road were reportedly built circa 1863 to house
woodcutters employed to fell the wooded area known as Kings Wood (Len Hevey) in order to put in the
infrastructure and plots.
According to legend, the Wilkinson family owned the
embalmed head of Oliver Cromwell preserved in a box.

Notes and Queries Jul-Dec 1878 p 277
British Newspaper Archive
Sevenoaks Chronicle and Kentish Advertiser
18 August 1905 British Newspaper Archive
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The Wilkinson family continued to live in Shortlands House, the 1871 census showing Conrad Wilkinson,
his unmarried sister Sarah and six servants in residence. According to Len Hevey, they later moved to
Ightham Mote but the 1881 census finds them at Marlings Park, St Pauls Cray and in 1891 and 1911 they
are at Frankfield, Stone Street, Seal Chart near Sevenoaks.

Source: Baldwin collection
From “Views of the London Borough of Bromley in the 18th and 19th Century” LB Bromley 1972
This aerial depiction printed by Kell Brothers of Holborn (probably around 1870) shows the roads and the
church with its tower and spire, but there are very few houses.
Note the steam train to the bottom right of the picture pulling five carriages towards Beckenham Junction
Station. The line appears to extend behind the train, past the station and towards Bromley South. The
Crystal Palace is shown sitting atop the hill on the horizon at the top right. The “Palace” had been
removed from Hyde Park to Penge Common near Sydenham Hill in June 1854 and “Bromley Station” had
been opened by the West End of London & Crystal Palace Railway Company in May 1858.
The estate was developed on an individual building plot basis with the Land Registry records showing
ongoing transactions over many years. The houses seem to have been largely what would be termed
Gentleman’s Residences and villas on generous plots (half an acre to 5 acres) with houses built to the
design of and at the expense of the buyer.
The Kell Brothers’ lithograph may have been used to advertise the sale of building plots on the estate in
the countryside but with a train connection via Beckenham Junction to London and within view (if you
were on high ground) of the Crystal Palace.
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Morning Advertiser 26 April 1864 British Newspaper Archive
This advertisement names “Shortlands Station”, as the extension to the new Bromley Station had
opened in 1858.
It also boasts: “This is the first estate which has been brought into the market for sale with a Registered
and Indefeasible Title under the new Act” (Land Registry Act, 1862) allowing any onward sale of the
whole or part of the property to be “as simple and inexpensive as the transfer of a ship”. No longer
would there be legal disputes over ownership to be evidenced by copious bundles of deeds, leases, wills
and receipts.
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Morning Post 5 August 1864 British Newspaper Archive
This advertisement for the sale of remaining plots (1 acre to 13 acres) offers the added advantage of a
“proposed” supply of water and gas to the estate.
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London Evening Standard 5 June 1865 British Newspaper Archive
This advertisement emphasises “notedly pure air and rich scenery of the district, the plentiful supply of
excellent water, the beautifully undulating character of the land [...] fine views from each lot” and “gas
can at any time be introduced”. “Restrictions” are mentioned, but only those which “tend to the
mutual benefit of the respective purchasers” such as protection from the building of “small houses or
factories of any kind on the estate”. Anecdotally, in the 1990s a local solicitor examining the deeds of a
much later semi-detached house in the Shortlands estate area, advised the prospective buyer that the
original deed forbade the opening of a tea room or the keeping of pigs.
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These are smaller plots of a half-acre to
two acres each “immediately adjoining
Shortlands Station”. It is apparent that
the size of the plots and the noise and
soot created by the railway made these
plots less desirable.

London City Press 07 April 1866 British Newspaper Archive

This advertisement, appearing three
years after the first, uses less elaborate
language and mentions “moderate
sized villas” on plots of half an acre to
five acres.

Kentish Mercury 1 June 1867 British Newspaper Archive
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London Daily News 5 October 1867 British Newspaper Archive
The position of these semi-detached residences “overlooking the [Bromley Parish] church, Martin’s Hill
and Colonel Long’s woods” places them on Valley Road “nearly opposite the Kent Water Works”. Houses
fitting this description still stand in Valley Road (2020).

Colonel Samuel Long, mentioned in this
advertisement, was resident in the house now
known as The Bromley Court Hotel.
“Bromley Hill, the name given to a mansion
formerly belonging to the late Lord Farnborough
and latterly the seat of Colonel Long, is situated at a
short distance from the town [Bromley], on the
London road. The park, about 100 acres in extent,
is finely wooded, and the ornamental ground
surrounding the house, which is partly secluded by
trees, are tastefully arranged.” ('Greater London'
1883-84, Cassell & Co. Ltd.). Bromley Hill Wood
could be seen on the hillside across the valley from
Shortlands (see page 38).
Valley Road
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1898 Map: Kent VII.SE, Published: 1898 National Library of Scotland
Showing view from Valley Road properties to Bromley Hill Woods (Colonel Long’s) and Martin’s Hill

Shortlands House and Estate/38

Maidstone Journal and Kentish Advertiser 10 April 1869 British Newspaper Archive
By 1869 the advertiser is able to say that houses and villas and St Mary’s church have been built.
The Gothic style church with bell tower and
spire had 3 bells. The windows were stained
glass and the lych-gate is described by
Thornton in 1885 as “similar to that of
Beckenham parish church.” The Parish
registers go back to 1870.
The vicarage stood to the left of the church in
Kingswood Road (viewed from Church Road).

St Mary’s Church Shortlands
Bromley Borough Local History Society
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The effect of the development can be illustrated through the ordnance survey maps.

1863 Ordnance Survey map 6” National Library of Scotland
In 1885, Thornton’s first edition of “The Beckenham Street Directory” lists just 10 roads in Shortlands:
Beckenham Grove
Bromley Grove
Bromley Road
Church Road
Den Road
Kingswood Road
Mays Hill
Scotts Lane
Shortlands Grove
Valley Road
(Beckenham Lane is not included in the Beckenham Directory)
It also reproduces the following gloomy sentiments of “Unwin’s Guide to Bromley and its
Neighbourhood”
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Shortlands House 1870 – 2020
In about 1875 they sold the property to William Edward MacAndrew (1833-1905), who immediately
carried out the improvements which can be seen today. Two peaked additions to the rear carry his
initials and the date 1875. Inside, a new mahogany staircase and Arts and Crafts style windows were
installed. Interestingly, no sales particulars have been found in newspapers relating to this sale.

[Grab your reader’s attention with a
great quote from the document or
use this space to emphasize a key
point. To place this text box
anywhere on the page, just drag it.]

Rear of Shortlands House showing McAndrew’s extension c1951 Bromley Historic Collections
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Shortlands House frontage 1951
Bromley Historic Collections

An undated picture showing the large conservatory and 1875 additions
Bromley Historic Collections
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William E MacAndrew was born in 1833 in Liverpool into a wealthy family of merchants who had made
their money shipping fruit and commission goods from Spain. Originally from Elgin, Scotland, they had
offices in London, Liverpool, Alicante, Valencia, Denia, Seville, Huelva, Barcelona, Tarragona and Malaga
as “MacAndrews & Co” and also in Gijon as “Acebal & Co”
After his father Robert MacAndrew’s death in 1873, William purchased Shortlands House. Robert’s will
divided nearly £120,000 between his seven children, subject to an annuity for his widow. William
married Emily Loudon Ramsey in Liverpool in February 1861. While living at Shortlands House they
produced two children, Hugh and Evan, in 1876 and 1879 respectively. Both sons were baptised at St
Marys Church, Shortlands. The April 1881 Census shows the only occupants of Shortlands House to be
William Pewsey, butler, and his family. William MacAndrew was at his mother’s residence, Isleworth
House, and Emily and children are in South Bersted (Bognor), Sussex.

Tenders for the building work - The Builder 17 July 1875 British Newspaper Archive

William’s brother and Emily’s sister also married in Liverpool in April 1861. Robert Alexander McAndrew
(sic) and his wife, Margaret Anderson McAndrew (née Ramsey) purchased Wickham House in 1881 in
West Wickham, Kent. The house still stands on the corner of West Wickham High Street and Corkscrew
Hill, now converted into shops and without the pleasure gardens and 20 acres of parkland in which it
once stood. Robert died in 1902 leaving £593,953 (equivalent to £7.35bn in 2020). Margaret died in
1925 leaving £27,075, having donated the land for the War Memorial in 1920 and a park (at the top of
Corkscrew Hill). Her benevolence is commemorated on a drinking fountain In Woodlands Way, Spring
Park bearing the inscription:
“In Memory of
Margaret Anderson McAndrew
Who Lived at Wickham House
From 1881 To 1933 (sic)”.
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Bishop Challoner School 2019
MacAndrew’s Staircase

Bishop Challoner School
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William MacAndrew clearly had money troubles,
perhaps from as early as 1880, but it was not until
1887 that he was made bankrupt having lost
£100,000 (approx. £13.25 million 2020) on the
Stock Exchange between October 1886 and April
1887.
In 1888 MacAndrew applied for discharge from
bankruptcy, his creditors having realised 1½d in the
pound (0.625%). The application was refused and
the discharge suspended for 5 years from May
1887.

Picture courtesy of Richard MacAndrew
The farming live and dead stock, hay, tools and machinery and “a handsome double Brougham” and
“plated harness” was sold in 1880 followed by the entire house contents in 1881, “having disposed of
the mansion”.
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Kentish Mercury 30 October 1880 British Newspaper Archive

London Evening Standard 12 February 1881 British Newspaper Archive

Nevertheless, MacAndrew retained the freehold of Shortlands House while letting it unfurnished to Sir
Stevenson Blackwood and his family.

The Globe 1 April 1887 British Newspaper Archive
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Morning Post 30 November 1888 British Newspaper Archive

The Times, London 1 December 1888, Issue 32558, p.13. British Newspaper Archive
The catastrophic fall in US share prices was caused by an exceptionally cold winter in 1886 which
reportedly killed about a third of all farm livestock.
In May 1888 the Shortlands House freehold was advertised for sale, but it appears that the Blackwood’s
remained in residence, even though they were seeking to move to smaller accommodation further
removed from London from as early as 1888.
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Morning Post 05 May 1888 British Newspaper Archive

Newspaper snippets in the early 1880s refer to events held at Shortlands House in respect of Sir
Stevenson Arthur Blackwood and the Post Office (of which he was Secretary from 1880 -1893 when he
was succeeded by Sir Spencer Walpole) hosted by his wife, Harriet Sydney Dobbs Montagu (née Dobbs),
Dowager Duchess of Manchester (1834–1907) both of whom appear to have been in residence from
April 1881- January 1891. Harriet was formerly the second wife and widow of George, 6th Duke of
Manchester (1799-1855). (Some Records of the life of Stevenson Arthur Blackwood KCB by Harriet
Sydney Dobbs Montague Blackwood 1896)
The Blackwoods had married in 1858 and by 1871 and had 5 children: Cecilia (8), Beatrice (5), Stevenson
(3), Algernon (2) and 3-month-old Ada. Harriet’s daughter, Sydney Charlotte Montague, Countess of
Manchester (19) was also living with her mother and stepfather.
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Illustrated London News 6 August 1881 British Newspaper Archive
A letter to the editors of prominent national and regional newspapers gives Sir Arthur Blackwood’s
address as Shortlands House in March 1889. In January 1890 the local press published a notice of sale of
the furniture and effects of Shortlands House by auction. A week later it is confirmed that the
Blackwoods had moved to Plaistow Lodge in Bromley Town having sold Shortlands House.

British Newspaper Archive
Bromley & District Times 10 January 1890
Bromley & District Times 17 January 1890
British Newspaper Archive

Sir Stevenson Arthur Blackwood Courtesy British Postal Museum & Archive
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According to the Oxford Directory of National Biography Stevenson Blackwood, “in his youth a man of
fashion known as ‘Beauty Blackwood’, underwent a conversion while serving in the Crimean War in
1855; he became a leading evangelist, a passion shared by his wife.”
Their second son, Algernon, became a well-known author of fiction and an early star of television.

Morning Post 15 February 1883 British Newspaper Archive
Algernon Henry Blackwood 1929
© National Portrait Gallery, London
Algernon Henry Blackwood (1869–1951), the Blackwood’s second son, became one of Britain’s most
successful writers of supernatural fiction and a regular teller of ghost stories on television. During the
First World War he served as an undercover agent in Switzerland for British military intelligence. The
family moved to Shortlands House when he was 11 years old and, according to his autobiography,
“Episodes Before Thirty” (1923), he delighted in climbing out of the window at night to set a boat afloat
on the garden pond. He was educated at 'horrible private schools' where the strict religious regimes did
not suit his temperament.
He studied agriculture at Edinburgh University 1888 -89, later moving to Toronto then to New York
variously working as an editorial assistant on the Methodist Magazine, a dairy farmer, a publican and a
court reporter for the Evening Sun. He returned to England when he was 30. Algernon’s short story
collections, initially written during his time in North America, were published annually. In all he
published 40 books and a children’s fiction story and collaborated on several plays. When “A Prisoner in
Fairyland” (1913) was dramatized as “The Starlight Express” in 1915, Sir Edward Elgar composed the
music.
He also worked in radio and television; appearing on Britain's first television show, “Picture Page”, in
1936 and became a household name in 1947 telling ghostly tales on “Saturday Night Story”. Two years
before his death in 1951 he was appointed CBE.
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The 1891 census shows Lewis Peter Ford (due to a transcription error he is listed as “Thomas Peter
Ford”) aged 45, retired H M Attorney General of the Transvaal, and his family residing at Shortlands
House with a two-year-old son Eric Loufwin Ford born at Shortlands. Lewis Peter Ford married Fannie
Jane Dorey, nineteen years his junior, in 1885 in Pretoria
Lewis Peter Ford was born in London in 1846. He married four times: Ellen Marian Utting in 1866,
Johanna Catherine Lehmkuhl in 1875, Fannie Jane Dorey in 1885 and Edith Margaret Tanner (daughter
of Sir Henry Tanner of Rothbury, Brackley Road, Beckenham, chief surveyor in HM Office of works) in
1900 and had 23 children: 6 sons and 17 daughters. Records indicate that he was at Shortlands House
until at least June 1900 but his marriage at Beckenham in September 1900 records his address as Burton
Towers Gresford nr. Wrexham. In September 1907 he travelled to America alone stating his destination
as San Francisco and giving his address as Elmhurst, Twickenham, Middlesex, not returning until July
1911. His family at this time are living in Glenette, Tower Road, Worthing and remain there after his
death in 1925 until 1965 when his widow died.
He is listed as Chairman of the
Livingstone African Exploration Company
Limited in 1895 and he joined the board
of the Piggs Peak Development Company
Limited in 1896. Piggs Peak was known
for its spectacular gold mining from 1889
to 1957 and named after William Pigg,
who discovered gold there in 1884.

The Globe, London 20 January 1894
British Newspaper Archive

“Diary of an African Journey” Henry
Rider Haggard 1914
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1900 - 1919 – Shortlands House
Again, we have no advertisement for the sale of Shortlands House, the only evidence that it has been
sold is a deed dated 16th July 1900 in Land Registry records.

Cambridge Daily News 28 May 1900
British Newspaper Archive

Buckingham Express 16 June 1900
British Newspaper Archive

Maidstone Journal and Kentish Advertiser
21 June 1900 British Newspaper Archive

During the summer of 1900 Shortlands House continued to be a popular venue for garden fetes in aid of
good causes attended by the cream of society and regularly reported in the national syndicated press.
However, in June 1900 an advertisement for the sale of “surplus furniture … utensils … livestock … and
hothouse plants” appeared in the county press.
In 1901 we find reference in the newspapers that W G Dawson of Shortlands House presented a
collection of British lepidoptera (butterflies and moths) to Hertfordshire County Museum.
William George Dawson was the son of William Edward Dawson a successful brick and tile
manufacturer with works in Dulwich (off Lordship Lane) and in Plumstead. A large brutalist building
called Dawson Height’s now stands on the site of the Dulwich premises.
W G Dawson lived at “The Links”, adjacent to his manufactory in Plumstead. He sold off and developed
his lands there before moving to Shortlands House.
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London Standard 9 July 1901 British Newspaper Archive

Watford Observer 28 September 1901 British Newspaper Archive

Kent & Sussex Courier 21 February 1908 British Newspaper Archive
In February 1908 Dawson put an advertisement in the Kent and Sussex Courier newspaper
recommending the services of Alfred Stanbridge, who had been Head Gardener and occupant of
Shortlands Lodge in 1891 with his wife and seven children. In 1901 Alfred’s 24-year-old son, Ernest,
with his wife and infant son are the only occupants of Shortlands Lodge. Ernest’s occupation was
Domestic Gardener.
In the 1911 Census, Alfred Stanbridge, his wife and their daughter and son-in-law are living at 9 Mays
Hill where he is employed as “Caretaker” of the property.
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A practical joke seems to have been played on the Dawson family at Shortlands House in 1908.

Dundee Courier 8 January 1908 British Newspaper Archive

The Globe 8 January 1908
British Newspaper Archive

William Dawson’s descendants believe that Shortlands House was rented to a tenant while he took the
opportunity to travel, perhaps with his daughter, to satisfy William’s passion for lepidoptera.

Shortlands House and Estate/54

Greenwich Heritage Centre
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A 1908 advertisement in relation to Roneo Limited, manufacturers of duplicating machines, lists director
Augustus David Klaber’s address as Shortlands House. The Klaber’s had previously lived at “Norhyrst”,
South Norwood.

Sheffield Daily Telegraph 3 December 1908 British Newspaper Archive

Augustus David Klaber, Managing Director of Roneo Ltd died, aged 53, on 29th June 1915 at Dorset
House, Dorset Square, London after an operation, leaving £84,591 10s 7d in his will. He held patent No
21741 of 1901 relating to “Improvements in or relating to stencil sheets” and the method of attaching
them to duplicating machines." This was subjected to a court case in 1905 disputing its validity as some
constituents were patented earlier by others, which concluded that not much was unique and ultimately
revoked the patent.
Jessie Rosalind Klaber (née Levy) married Augustus in 1885 in Paris, France. She was born in Leeds,
Yorkshire in 1867, the second child of Jacob Levy (1832-1909), a Rag Merchant, who was born in
Hamburg, Germany, and Agnes Isaacs (1838-1915). Augustus and Jessie had lived in New York for
several years and, according to the 1911 Census for Shortlands House, their 4 eldest children were born
in New York. Two younger children were born in South Norwood, Surrey. After the deaths of both her
husband and mother 1915, Jessie Klaber attracted the attention of the wartime authorities in 1917 and
1918. The Ministry of Food had been established in December 1916 to regulate the food supply for the
duration of the “Great War”. It was disbanded in 1921.
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Hull Daily Mail 17 July 1917
British Newspaper Archive

Globe 14 January 1918
British Newspaper Archive

Mrs Klaber’s convictions and fines were reported widely in the British regional press. A detailed report
printed in the Norwood News on 1 February 1918 told of a “remarkable hoard of nearly one ton of food”
and went on to itemise the food found at Shortlands House.
It concluded that a van was brought to remove the confiscated food to Beckenham Town Hall before it
was distributed among local shopkeepers in accordance with the court ruling on the case. The
household was left with rations to last a week and fined over £118 (approx. £8,300 in 2020.)
A further warning advised that “any case of profiteering, hoarding or other offences against the Orders
of the Ministry of Food should be reported to the Local Food Committee, the police or the Enforcement
Branch, Ministry of Food”, adding that, of the 501 prosecutions for food hoarding in the previous week,
461 had been successful.
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Norwood News 1 February 1918 British Newspaper Archive
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In November 1919 Shortlands House was again for sale, described as an “old-fashioned house” in
about 4½ acres with 4 reception rooms and 20 bed- and dressing rooms, three bathrooms and
supplies of electricity, gas and water and a “valuable site for development for good class
residences.” The property had previously failed to sell at auction.
Scotts Avenue had been created at the boundary between the properties in Park Hill Road and
Shortlands House with one residence listed in the 1914 street directory.

The Times 29 Nov 1919 British Newspaper Archive
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Residential Hotel and School 1920 - 2020
Further modern houses were built in the late 1920s to the back of Shortlands House on part of the
kitchen garden and orchards. The first house listed in the Bromley Street Directory (1930) has a
retired prep school headmaster in residence.
The first reference I can find to Shortlands House as a hotel is on 16th October 1920 in Country Life
magazine, which describes extensive grounds, billiards and tennis - phone Bromley 916 - single
rooms 5 guineas, double 4 guineas per person - opening early October.
I understand that Mrs Violet Neave Bateman, wife of Kennedy Steer Delamaine Bateman, leased
the property initially, possibly as early as 1920 and that they subsequently purchased the freehold.
Kennedy Bateman worked for the Bank of West Africa in Accra; the couple sailed from England on
24th April 1919 within months of their marriage (15th January 1919). Violet soon became pregnant
and returned to England, as West Africa was not deemed a healthy place to raise children, arriving
on 9th October 1919 in Liverpool. Their son was born on 12th December.
The Bank refused to allow Kennedy to return unless he had a job to go to so, at the suggestion of her
step-sister May (Mrs Dru Drury), Violet opened the hotel so that Kennedy could return to England to
manage the enterprise. Arriving in Liverpool in June 1920, his shipping papers give the Shortlands
House address. The hotel sought to be a high-class establishment offering a quiet and comfortable
stay, yet close enough to London to be easily accessible for business or pleasure. In the brochure
the proprietors are given as Mr & Mrs Bateman & Dru Drury.
There is an entry in the Masseurs’ Directory of 1916 relating to Violet being a qualified
physiotherapist. Perhaps the hotel was the equivalent of today’s spa hotels with its kidney-shaped
swimming pool. The Bateman’s continued at Shortlands House throughout the war years until 1945
before giving up the hotel and moving, initially to Harrow and later to Thanet.
Some guests remained in residence for long periods while others only stayed a short time.
Occasionally the guests put on theatrical shows, the programmes of which survive.
Occasionally guests were mentioned in the newspapers for mishaps or misdemeanours and one was
even a spy! The Duchesse de Chateau Thierry lived at Shortlands House from 25 July to 22 October
1924 according to her registration card. She was implicated as a German spy by Vera Erikson (The
Beautiful Spy: The Life and Crimes of Vera Eriksen by David Tremain 2019). The Duchesse and her
daughter were interned under Defence Regulation 18A in October 1940. Her daughter was later
released.

Surrey Mirror 30 July 1926 British Newspaper Archive
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Thanet Advertiser 11 July 1930
British Newspaper Archive

Middlesex County Times 4 September 1926
British Newspaper Archive
Obviously, times were hard during the UK’s great depression, or “Great Slump”, following the
American Stock Market collapse of 1929. This advert offered reduced tariffs of 2½ guineas (£2 12s
6d) for a single room and a double at 4½ guineas (£4 14s 6d). The amenities listed were clearly for
the previously very well-off client who had fallen on hard
times.
Amy Frances Miller- Hallett Wife of Alexander Miller-Hallett.
She died at Shortlands House
Hotel, where she had lived with her
daughter for two and a half years.
Her husband was in Jersey at the
time, and on hearing he returned to
England immediately. They had
The Times, London 11 March, 1932, Issue 46079, p.3.
left Goddington House [Chelsfield]
British Newspaper Archive
about fourteen years previously.
The first part of the burial service
Bromley and Kentish Times 27 May 1932
was in Chelsfield Parish Church.
British Newspaper Archive
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In October 1945, having run the hotel for 25 years through the economic depression of the 1930s
and World War 2 with its rationing and heavy bombing in the area, the Batemans advertised the
hotel for sale by auction. No longer “old-fashioned”, the house is now described as a “historical
Queen Anne Mansion” with 35 bedrooms, 6 bathrooms with 4 bedrooms in the entrance lodge, in
grounds of about 5 acres.

Liverpool Daily Post 6 October 1945
British Newspaper Archive
The new owners were keen to announce their purchase. Mrs Susan Annie Austin had been running
the Rowena Court Hotel (Westgate on Sea) since 1935 having previously run the Beresford Hotel
(Birchington) for Savoy Estate. Ilse Sophia Stern, a German refugee, moved from Westgate to
Shortlands with Mrs Austin and Mr Nickolds (1939 register & London Gazette 22 Mar 1949 page
1468 - Certificate of Naturalisation).

The Times 9 January 1946 British Newspaper Archive
Albert “Nick” Nickolds was a renowned operatic zither-banjoist, entertainer, concert agent and
tutor on pianoforte, banjo and mandolin. He had a double act with Albert Henry Howe baritone,
pianist & entertainer who met an untimely death in 1931, caused by falling off a tram, aged just 42.
Albert continued his stage career, often appearing on the same bill as his sister Ruby (a cellist). He
died very shortly after the hotel purchase. His estate named “Mrs Susan Annie Austin, widow,” as
one of two executors. She seems to have been estranged from her husband, not a widow, as the
probate states.
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The Era 2 April 1913 British Newspaper Archive

The Times 20 February 1946

The Times, London, 17 April 1946
Middlesex Gazette 16 August 1902
British Newspaper Archive
Touchingly, Susan placed an in-memoriam notice in the Times on 18th February 1947, 1948,1949,
1950, 1951 and 1952

As an indication of the clientele Mrs Austen was used to catering for, the Archbishop of Canterbury
(Dr. William Temple) had died at Rowena Court Hotel in 1944.
Mrs Austin went on to run the Mirabelle Restaurant in Worthing, only relinquishing the lease on
expiry in November 1953. She died in 1957 in Margate, Kent.

Worthing Herald 13 November 1953
British Newspaper Archive
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The hotel was run from 1947 until 1949 as a limited company “Shortlands House Hotel (Bromley)
Ltd”, by directors Squadron Leader Roy Gordon Fowles & Iris Fowles (née Gibb) of Shortlands and
Richard Ernest Fowles of Murton Lodge, London Road, Batheaston.

Bath Chronicle and Weekly Gazette
15 February 1947 British Newspaper Archive
The London Gazette records a High Court of Justice winding up order 002 of 1950 brought by J
Sainsbury Ltd and the appointment of an official receiver.
There is evidence that the hotel was to become a training centre for the Electrical Trades Union
(ETU) mentioned in the Electrical Review in 1949 but this must have fallen through as the hotel is
advertised for sale by auction in Country Life and the Estates Gazette in 1950, with the latter quoting
a price of £12,450 (approx. £430,000 in 2020).

The Times 3 January 1950
Name of Company-SHORTLANDS HOUSE •HOTEL (BROMLEY) Limited.
Address of Registered Office—Shortlands House Hotel, Bromley Road, Shortlands, Kent.
Nature of Business—HOTEL PROPRIETORS etc.
Court -HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE. No. of Matter No. 002 of 1950. Liquidator's Name—John
Melville Clarke, Official Receiver and Liquidator. Liquidator's Address—Inveresk House, 346.
Strand, London, W.C.2. Date of Release July 16, 1951.
London Gazette 3 Aug 1951 British Newspaper Archive
On 10 Nov 1953 the company was struck off the Companies Register
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And finally
The house and grounds were purchased by the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark for
conversion into a Junior School for boys.
The derelict stables had been used by the 9th South Beckenham Scouts as a headquarters after they
carried out much remedial work, but in 1955 they moved out when the school required the land to
expand. Much to the irritation of the demolition contractor, the scouts had whisked away all
reusable pieces of the buildings.
In 1956 the senior wing was added and in 1963 more classrooms and an assembly hall doubling as a
gymnasium were opened followed by the art block in 1968 and the new junior block in 1980.
Bishop Challoner School became co-educational (admitting both boys and girls) in the Junior School
in 1992, later extending into the Senior School. At the same time a nursery school was opened.
The school became an independent charity limited by guarantee in December 2013, governed by a
board of Trustees. In 2017, the chapel was refurbished and renamed The Chapel of The
Annunciation. The Chapel contains four icons commissioned from the Bethlehem Icon School.
The school continues to improve and develop the grounds and buildings with the addition of a sixth
form study centre, a drama studio and new art facilities. On 4 May 2020 the school celebrated the
70th anniversary of its foundation by Father Patrick Byrne, parish priest of St Edmunds, Beckenham
in 1950.

The Bishop Challoner School motto
“Quantum Potes Tantum Aude”
translates as “Dare to do your best”
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Shortlands, from farmland to suburbia in maps 1868 - 1952

1868 Ordnance Survey 6” National Library of Scotland
1868, the only identifiable landmarks are “Bromley Station” on the London Chatham and Dover Railway line,
“South Hill”, “New Farm” and the woodlands of Kings Wood, Toots Wood and Barnfield Wood. The treelined road between Barnfield Wood and Toots Wood running roughly north west has a familiar contour and
maybe some of the footpaths crossing the fields or skirting the field boundaries suggest roads to come, but in
1868 Shortlands estate was rural.

Shortlands House and Estate/67

1894 Ordnance Survey 6” National Library of Scotland

By 1894 the familiar road names have arrived with the Gentlemen’s Residences and Villas with stables,
lodges and glasshouses.
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1914 Ordnance Survey 6” National Library of Scotland

On this map the red contour lines clearly show St Marys Church at the top of the hill overlooking the
estate.
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1930 Ordnance Survey 6” National Library of Scotland
Further development has taken place replacing Gentlemen’s Residences and villas along Kingswood
Road. The first phase in the 1920s and 1930s saw smaller, modern and convenient semi-detached
family homes stretching from the “odd” side of Kingswood Road along the new St Mary’s Avenue, Celtic
Avenue and developing South Hill and Cumberland Roads.
The pits marked “Ancient British Earthworks” were surveyed at the instigation of local school
headmaster, Len Hevey, and found to date back to the Iron Age, are now hemmed in to the north by the
development of South Hill Road but are still in the garden of “Romanhurst” on Toots Wood Road.
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1952 Ordnance Survey 1:1250 National Library of Scotland
Even in 1952, after so many properties were severely damaged or destroyed by enemy bombing, many
large houses remained as islands between the tide of new development in the plots set out by Wilkinson
in 1864.
.
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Harriet Sydney Dobbs Montague Blackwood: “Some Records of the life of Stevenson Arthur Blackwood
KCB” 1896
British Postal Museum & Archive
Oxford Directory of National Biography
“Diary of an African Journey Henry” Rider Haggard 1914
Greenwich Heritage Centre
“The Beautiful Spy: The Life and Crimes of Vera Eriksen” David Tremain 2019
https://founders.archives.gov -Franklin Papers Project

The Census England and Wales, Channel Islands and Isle of Man
These can be searched online at The National Archives or through many library services without charge
and through the partners of The National Archives by subscription.
The dates of the censuses were as follows:
1841 – 6 June
1851 – 30 March
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This does not include those serving in the armed services or living persons born after 1919
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Shortlands House and Estate/73

Appendix 2 - People
Introduction

18th Century – Woolsey Farm

Peter Burrell (1692-1756)

Samuel Pugh

Amy Raymond

John Tolson (Toulson)

Hugh Raymond

Peter Burrell (1724-1775)

Sir John Brograve II (1664-1691)

James Stiles (Styles)

William Brograve

Alexander Buster or Burster (? – 1753)

Sir John Brograve I (1538-1613)

Elizabeth Buster

Hugh Raymond

Alice, Elizabeth & Alexander Buster

Sir Edmund Elwell (?-1740)

Thomas Commons

Elizabeth Barttelot née Style

Dorothy Stiles née Goldsmith

John Elwill

James, Edward & Richard Stiles

Alexander Buster

Frederick St John, Viscount Bolingbroke

Thomas Bedford

Jones Raymond

14th and 15th Centuries - Walcy

John Cator the younger

Robert de Marny, Alice, his wife, Robert de
Bourton, Philip atte Bregge, Roger Prest, John
Thornkyn & Richard Lacer (1372)

John & Edward Bridges

William Wolcy & John Langwyth and Ellen, his
wife (1437)
John Langwyth, Thomas Peny, Otes (Oto)
Trethek, William Waleys and Katherine, his
wife (1439)

Mr Heaves, David Henry & Charles Wray (1769)
William Smith
Edward Peach

19th Century – Clay Hill House – Shortlands
House
George Grote Snr.

Philip Waltham and Ellen, his wife, Agnes
Walshale, Agnes Sampson and Alice Dunnowe
(1425)

Rev William Rose

Elyn Langwith, Matthew Philip, John de Bardi
& Sir John Howard (1465)

Selina Grote née Peckwell

John Langewith and Eleyn or Elene, his wife
(1467)

George Grote Jnr. (1794 – 1871)

Richard Henry Alexander Bennett

Rev. Henry Peckwell

Harriett Grote née Lewin
Thomas Lewin
Ann Webber & Robert Webber
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George & Charles William Webber
Emily Susanna Webber & John Boscowan
Monro
Thomas Carey Palmer (c1769 -1849)
John Barwell Cator
Joseph Grove
John and Edward Bridges
Mr Hayward
Robert Booth Rawes (1785 – 1841)

Harriet Sydney Dobbs Montagu, Dowager
Duchess of Manchester (1834–1907)
George, 6th Duke of Manchester (1799-1855)
Sydney Charlotte Montague, Countess of
Manchester
Cecilia, Beatrice, Stevenson, Algernon and Ada
Blackwood
Sir Edward Elgar
Lewis Peter Ford

Mary Freeman Shepherd

Ellen Marian Utting, Johanna Catherine
Lehmkuhl, Fannie Jane Dorey & Edith Margaret
Tanner

Frances Palmer & James Bate

Sir Henry Tanner

Richard Rawes

William George Dawson

Elizabeth Rebecca Palmer née Rawes

William Edward Dawson

William Thompson Rawes

Alfred & Ernest Stanbridge

Mary Rawes

Augustus David Klaber

R Malins

Jessie Rosalind Klaber née Levy

William Arthur Wilkinson (1795-1865)

Jacob Levy & Agnes Isaacs

Oliver Cromwell

Kennedy Steer Delamaine Bateman &Violet
Neave Bateman

Bless Rawes née Freeman

Colonel Samuel Long

Shortlands House 1870 – 2020
Conrad Wilkinson
Sarah Wilkinson
William Edward MacAndrew (1833-1905)
Robert Alexander McAndrew & Margaret
Anderson McAndrew
William MacAndrew & Emily née Ramsey
William Pewsey
Sir Stevenson Blackwood

May Drury
Duchesse de Chateau Thierry & Vera Erikson
Susan Annie Austin & Albert Nickolds
Ilse Sophia Stern
Albert Henry Howe
Roy Gordon Fowles & Iris (née Gibb) & Richard
Ernest Fowles
The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Southwark
Bishop Challoner School
Father Patrick Byrne
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